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Gabriele Wood

From: Owen Peters <PetersOw@eskom.co.za>

Sent: 29 September 2015 09:43

To: gabriele@savannahsa.com

Subject: Saldanha Bay Network Strengthening Project

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

Dear Gabriele,

Kindly register me as an IAP for the Saldanha Bay Network Strengthening Project.

Regards,

Owen Peters
Land Development
Distribution
Tel +27 21 980 3817
Cell +27 84 460 5801
Fax +27 86 566 7877
E-mail Owen.Peters@eskom.co.za

Postal Adrress:
PO Box 222,
Brackenfell
7561

I'm part of the 49Million initiative...
http://www.49Million.co.za

NB: This Email and its contents are subject to the Eskom Holdings SOC Limited EMAIL LEGAL NOTICE
which can be viewed at http://www.eskom.co.za/Pages/Email_Legal_Spam_Disclaimer.aspx
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Gabriele Wood

From: conservationoffice@capebiosphere.co.za

Sent: 29 September 2015 09:23

To: gabriele@savannahsa.com

Cc: 'Ryno'

Subject: Public participation process Saldanha Bay Network Strengthening - Western Cape

Province

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Good day

The Cape West Coast Biosphere Reserve (CWCBR), of the UNESCO: Man and Biosphere Program, aims to implement
sustainable development principles along the West Coast, in addition to integrating rapid growth with biodiversity
and heritage conservation. The CWCBR extends from the Diep River in the south to the Berg River in the north and
inland to Malmesbury and therefore the proposed development is located within the CWCBR. In this regard, the
CWCBR would like to register as an I& AP and receive further correspondence and documentation regarding this
development.

Kindly acknowledge receipt of this email.

Karin Otto

CONSERVATION OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR

c/o R27 & R315 Yzerfontein, P.O Box 283 Darling 7345
Tel: 022 125 0050 | Fax: 086 662 6818
www.capebiosphere.co.za

This email has been checked for viruses by Avast antivirus software.
www.avast.com
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Gabriele Wood

From: Vortum Energy (Pty) Ltd <vortumenergy@gmail.com>

Sent: 07 April 2016 16:13

To: gabriele@savannahsa.com; planwize@telkomsa.net

Subject: EIA process conducted by Savannah Environmental for ESKOM on new Sub-Stations

and power lines to the Aurora Sub-Station located in Saldanha Bay

Attachments: ESKOM EIA - Power lines to Aurora SS.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Dear Gabrielle

We have been informed by the registered land owner of the Remaining Extent of the farm
Langeberg 188 Malmesbury RD Saldanha Bay, i.e. TRANS AFRICAN MURALS (PTY) LTD, that
Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd has been appointed to conduct the EIA for the proposed
strengthening of the Aurora Sub-Station in Saldanha Bay, including the building of a Distribution
and Transmission Sub-Station and power lines to Aurora SS. [Please refer to the letter as
attached.]

Vortum Energy (Pty) Ltd has entered into an Option Agreement to purchase a part of the above-
mentioned property from TRANS AFRICAN MURALS (PTY) LTD and intends developing the land
for industrial purposes and for the proposed Vortum Thermal Power Plant.

We hereby wish to formally register as an Interested and Affected Party and kindly request a
copy of the Background Information document (BID) on this project.

Vortum Energy is in favour of the establishment of the proposed Sub-station(s) and power lines in
the area, but kindly request all the available information to understand the size of the Sub-
Station(s) and the potential impact of the sub-stations and power lines on the specific portion of
land that we intend to purchase.

Your urgent reply to our request would be highly appreciated.

Kind regards

Izel van Rooy Pr. Pln. A/1025/1998
Mobile No.: +27 (0) 82 449 7626
for Vortum Energy (Pty) Ltd
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Gabriele Wood

From: Darryl Hunt <darryl.hunt@telkomsa.net>

Sent: 15 April 2016 09:21

To: gabriele@savannahsa.com

Cc: 'Gavin Stigling'; 'Bill Eloff'; 'Lizemarie Tolken'; 'llewellyn Strydom'

Subject: Registration as IAAP: Saldanha Bay Network Strengthening

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

Hi Gabriele

Please register me as an Interested and Affected Party for Eskom's Saldanha Bay Network Strengthening EIA.

I have an interests in land and also assist land owners directly affected by the proposed project.

Many thanks
Darryl Hunt

o : +27 (0) 21 553 0440
c : +27 (0) 82 804 3907
e : darryl.hunt@dynamicenergy.co.za

: darryl.hunt1
www.dynamicenergy.co.za

Dynamic Energy Consultants cc
4 Star Fish Way
Atlantic Beach Golf Estate
Melkbosstrand
7441 SOUTH AFRICA

 please consider the environment before printing this email
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Gabriele Wood

From: Gabriele Wood <gabriele@savannahsa.com>

Sent: 21 April 2016 09:47

To: 'keithhbharrison@lando.co.za'

Cc: 'Angus & Gill Stewart'; 'John Von Mayer'

Subject: RE: Saldanha Bay Network Strengthing Project

Hi Keith

Thank you for notifying me that the Vredeburg Library has moved. I contacted the library this morning and they
confirmed that they had received the draft Scoping Report for the Saldanha Bay Network Strengthening Project on
18 April 2016. The library is located on Academy Street in Vredenburg.

I hereby confirm you have been registered as an I&AP on the project’s database.

I have forwarded your query regarding the 132 kV power line from Britannia Bay to the Aurora Substation to John
von Mayer, the environmental consultant working on this project. He will revert back to you in due course.

Kind regards

Gabriele Wood
Public Participation and Social Consultant | Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd
Tel: +27 11 656 3237 | Fax: +27 86 684 0547

From: keithhbharrison@lando.co.za [mailto:keithhbharrison@lando.co.za]
Sent: 20 April 2016 10:46
To: gabriele@savannahsa.com
Cc: Angus & Gill Stewart <angil@westcoastmail.co.za>
Subject: Saldanha Bay Network Strengthing Project

Hi Gabriele,

Re-public sighting, the Vredenburg Library is no longer in School Street.
This could delay the process.

Also, is the new 132 kV line from Britannia Bay to Aurora on the map?
This takes power from West Coast No. 1 WEF.

Please register the West Coast Bird Club as an IAP to the Project.

Contact:-
K.H.B. Harrison,
West Coast Bird Club.
P.O.Box 1404, Vredenburg 7380.

Tel. 022 – 7133026
Email. keithhbharrison@lando.co.za

Regards,

Keith Harrison.
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Gabriele Wood

From: keithhbharrison@lando.co.za

Sent: 20 April 2016 10:46

To: gabriele@savannahsa.com

Cc: Angus & Gill Stewart

Subject: Saldanha Bay Network Strengthing Project

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

Hi Gabriele,

Re-public sighting, the Vredenburg Library is no longer in School Street.
This could delay the process.

Also, is the new 132 kV line from Britannia Bay to Aurora on the map?
This takes power from West Coast No. 1 WEF.

Please register the West Coast Bird Club as an IAP to the Project.

Contact:-
K.H.B. Harrison,
West Coast Bird Club.
P.O.Box 1404, Vredenburg 7380.

Tel. 022 – 7133026
Email. keithhbharrison@lando.co.za

Regards,

Keith Harrison.
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Gabriele Wood

From: John von Mayer <john@savannahsa.com>

Sent: 21 April 2016 10:02

To: keithhbharrison@lando.co.za

Cc: Gabriele Wood

Subject: RE: Saldanha Bay Network Strengthing Project

Attachments: Saldanah Bay power line & SS_Locality Map_18.02.16.jpg

Good Day Keith,

Regarding your query on the Saldanha Bay project:
There is no new 132kV line associated with the project. The details are listed below and in the attached map. The
infrastructure proposed includes.

Construction of a new 400/132kV Transmission Substation in the Saldanha Bay area with a planned capacity of 3 x
500 MVA transformers. The transmission substation footprint will be 600m x 600m.
» Construction of a new 132/66kV Distribution Substation near the current Blouwater Substation in the
Saldanha Bay area. The distribution substation footprint will be 120m x 120m.
» The construction of two 400kV power lines (approximately 35 - 40 km) from the Aurora Substation to the
new proposed distribution and transmission substations. A servitude of 55m is required for each power line.
» Replacing two of the four existing 250 MVA 400/132kV transformers at Aurora Substation with 2 x 500 MVA
transformers.
» Establishing 2 x 132 kV feeder bays at Aurora Substation.
»
The purpose of the proposed project is to:

» Improve the reliability of the existing network within the Saldanha area
» Ensure that transmission capacity keeps up with both electricity generation capacity and electricity demand
within the area
» Create additional Transmission network capacity to be able to supply the increasing electricity demand.

Various route alternatives are being investigated in the EIA – see attached map.

Kind Regards,

John von Mayer
Senior Environmental Consultant | Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd
Tel: +27 11 656 3237 | Fax: +27 86 684 0547

From: Gabriele Wood [mailto:gabriele@savannahsa.com]
Sent: Thursday, April 21, 2016 9:48 AM
To: 'John Von Mayer' <john@savannahSA.com>
Subject: FW: Saldanha Bay Network Strengthing Project

Hi John

Please can you respond to the I&AP’s query regarding the 132kV power line?

Thanks

Kind regards

Gabriele Wood
Public Participation and Social Consultant | Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd
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Tel: +27 11 656 3237 | Fax: +27 86 684 0547

From: keithhbharrison@lando.co.za [mailto:keithhbharrison@lando.co.za]
Sent: 20 April 2016 10:46
To: gabriele@savannahsa.com
Cc: Angus & Gill Stewart <angil@westcoastmail.co.za>
Subject: Saldanha Bay Network Strengthing Project

Hi Gabriele,

Re-public sighting, the Vredenburg Library is no longer in School Street.
This could delay the process.

Also, is the new 132 kV line from Britannia Bay to Aurora on the map?
This takes power from West Coast No. 1 WEF.

Please register the West Coast Bird Club as an IAP to the Project.

Contact:-
K.H.B. Harrison,
West Coast Bird Club.
P.O.Box 1404, Vredenburg 7380.

Tel. 022 – 7133026
Email. keithhbharrison@lando.co.za

Regards,

Keith Harrison.

Gabriele Wood

Public Participation and Social Consultant

Email: gabriele@savannahsa.com

www.savannahSA.com

Awarded Leading Environmental Consultant on Wind Projects in 2013 & 2015 (SAWEA)

Disclaimer

This message and any files transmitted with it may contain information which is privileged, confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure. If you are not the
intended recipient of this message, or if you have received it in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete the original and any attachments without making
a copy or disclosing its contents.
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Gabriele Wood

From: Lizemarie Tolken <lize.tolken@gmail.com>

Sent: 25 April 2016 11:55

To: gabriele@savannahsa.com

Cc: Llewellyn Strydom

Subject: Interested and Affected Party

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Dear Gabriele

Can you please register Mr FGH Tolken as an Interested and Affected Party for Eskom's Saldanha Bay
Network Strengthening EIA.

He is a land owner directly affected by the proposed project.

I will handle all correspondence etc on his behalf.

Name: Frederik Gideon Hendrik Tolken
Farm: Portion 1 of Farm Uyekraal (189/1)
Address: 45 Merestyn Street, Saldanha, 7395
Home tel: 02271 42000
Cell: 083 270 6791/ 084 505 0885
Email: lize.tolken@gmail.com

Kind regards

Lizemarie Tolken
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Gabriele Wood

From: DE WET STEYN <wolfiesfontein@gmail.com>

Sent: 29 April 2016 10:25

To: gabriele@savannahsa.com

Subject: Beswaar teen voorgestelde roete 3 van beplande kraglyne

Attachments: IMG.pdf

Graag wil ons beswaar aanteken teen voorgestelde roete 3 van beplande 400kV kraglyne .Die redes is
uiteengesit in aanhangsel.

Groetnis De Wet Steyn vir STEYN BROERS.
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Directorate Land Use and Soil Management, Private Bag x120,  Pretoria, 0001 

Delpen Building, c/o Annie Botha & Union Streets, Riviera 
 

From: Director: Land Use and Soil Management
 

Tel: (012) 319 7678 Fax: (012) 329 5938 e-mail: agriland@nda.agric.za 
 
Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd 
PO Box 148 
Sunninghill 
2157 
 
2016-04-26 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
This serves as a notice of receipt and confirms that your application has been captured in 
our electronic AgriLand tracking and management system. It is strongly recommended that 
you use the on-line AgriLand application facility in future. 
 
Detail of your application as captured:  
 
Type: EIA 
Your reference number: N/a 
Property Description: Various Farms (Saldanha Bay Network Strengthening Project) 
Dated: 14 April 2016 

 

 
Please use the following reference number in all enquiries: 
 
AgriLand reference number: 2016_04_0235 
Enquiries can be made to the above postal, fax or e-mail address. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
K. MALULEKE 
pp DIRECTOR: LAND USE AND SOIL MANAGEMENT 
 
Online application available at: http://www.agis.agric.za/agriland 
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Gabriele Wood 
Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd 
PO Box 148 
Sunninghill 
2151 
 
By email: gabriele@savannahsa.com 
 
 
 
Dear Ms Wood 
 
Re: Proposed Saldanha Bay Network Strengthening Project – Draft Scoping Report. 
DEA ref: TBA 
 
CapeNature would like to thank you for the opportunity to comment on this application and 
wish to make the following comments: 
 

1. The preferred site for the CGCT power plant has been mapped by the South African 
Vegetation Map as well as the vegetation maps compiled as part of the CAPE fine-
scale project as being covered by Saldanha Flats Strandveld. According to a more 
recent analysis (than that used for the NSBA 2011 listings) conducted by CapeNature 
Saldanha Flats Strandveld should be considered as Endangered under criterion A1 
(loss of habitat). All of the powerline alternatives will pass through a substantial area 
containing Hopefield Sand Fynbos in good condition. This area has been determined 
as a Critical Biodiversity Area and is required to meet conservation targets for the 
region and is of high conservation value. Hopefield Sand Fynbos has also undergone 
an analysis by our conservation planner which showed that the vegetation should be 
listed as Vulnerable although it is very close to qualifying as Endangered under 
criterion A1 (remaining extent) and could possibly qualify as Endangered under 
criterion D1 (number of threatened species associated with this habitat). Other 
vegetation in the study area includes Saldanha Granite Strandveld and Saldanha 
Limestone Strandveld. Both of these vegetation types are threatened and are known to 
contain unique habitats and species assemblages and should therefore be avoided. 
 

2. Cumulative loss of habitat in the Saldanha region is of ever-increasing concern. This is 
due to the large number of developments underway including linear infrastructure such 
as roads and powerlines. Poor vegetation management under and in close proximity to 
power lines is one of the main causes of loss of biodiversity associated with power 
lines. Vegetation is often brush cut or mowed unnecessarily resulting in a loss of 

SCIENTIFIC SERVICES 

postal Private Bag X5014 Stellenbosch  7599 

physical Assegaaibosch Nature Reserve Jonkershoek   

website www.capenature.co.za 

enquiries Alana Duffell-Canham 

telephone +27 21 866 8000 fax +27 21 866 1523 

email aduffell-canham@capenature.co.za 

reference SSD14/2/6/1/8/4/Eskom_NetworkStrengthening_Aurora 

date 13 May 2016 
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diversity over time. Even if an existing powerline route can be followed , this does not 
necessarily mean that the existing servitudes or access roads can be used as power 
lines have to be constructed a certain distance apart (as confirmed in the report). This 
means that a substantial amount of vegetation may be impacted on and result in 
further fragmentation of the landscape. This needs to be assessed in detail. It should 
be noted that Strandveld vegetation types are not prone to burning and once alien 
invasive species have been removed, the remaining natural vegetation should pose a 
low fire risk. 
 

3. It is recommended that a Vegetation Management Plan is compiled to address the 
management of the vegetation under the power line. CapeNature has initiated this 
process with Eskom Distribution and it needs to also be extended to Eskom 
Transmission. Adequate consideration needs to be given to the specific management 
requirements of the vegetation types through which the power line passes, and a 
generic vegetation management plan for entire country is not suitable, as appropriate 
vegetation management practices will differ greatly between biomes and even between 
different vegetation types.  
 

4. The powerline route options need to be thoroughly ground-truthed, preferably in early 
Spring when the more cryptic species are flowering (end July to early September) so 
that habitat condition can be assessed and the presence of Species of Conservation 
Concern (SCC) can be identified. Several SCC have been identified in the study area, 
especially in the Hopefield Sand Fynbos around Aurora substation. We note a few 
errors in the botanical scoping report including reference to the Gariep Centre of 
Endemism and the Succulent Karoo region which is not relevant to this study. 
 

5. The proposed powerlines are located between two Important Bird Areas (IBAs), 
namely the Berg River Estuary and Langebaan Lagoon. Adequate monitoring of flight 
paths should be done as part of the study. Data should also be obtained from EWT 
with regard to any collision records from existing power lines in the area. 
 

6. Bird species which are relevant to the study area and must be considered for this 
project are as follows: 
 
- Ludwig’s Bustard (which is Endangered and shown to be under real threat from 

collision with powerlines) 
- Blue Crane (which is Near Threatened and shown to be under real threat from 

collision with powerlines) 
- Spotted Eagle Owl (which is Near Threatened and shown to be under real threat 

from collision and electrocution) 
- Lanner Falcon (which is Vulnerable and shown to be under real threat from 

collision and electrocution) 
- Greater and Lesser Flamingo (both Near Threatened and if passing through site 

are at real risk of collision with powerlines) 
- Black Harrier (which is Endangered and shown to be under real threat from 

collision with powerlines) 
- Southern Black Korhaan (which is Vulnerable and is threatened by habitat 

destruction as well as collision) 
- Secretarybird (which is Vulnerable and shown to be under real threat from collision) 

 
7. With regard to potential impacts on avifauna, it is usually (but not always) better to 

locate new power lines close to existing power lines as this increases the visibility thus 
decreasing the risk of birds colliding with the power lines. However, this needs to be 
balanced against the loss of habitat. For example Alternative 1 mostly follows an 
existing powerline but it is also the longest route which passes through the most 
natural vegetation. 
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8. There have been several other applications in the vicinity for renewable energy and 

power lines that will have information relevant to this project and will assist with 
determining likely impacts on avifauna. Please use this information. 
 

9. Mitigation measures proposed to reduce the risk of bird collision need to be feasible 
and applicable to the region. 
 

10. Wetland areas should also be ground-truthed towards the end of the rainy season 
(July-September) and these areas should generally be avoided. It should be noted that 
the FEPA mapping for this area has not been entirely accurate in the past with some 
artificial depressions of low conservation value being mapped as wetlands and other 
natural areas not being mapped at all.  
 

11. In conclusion, at this stage, CapeNature is not able to indicate a preferred power line 
route or substation site as more detailed ground-truthing needs to be conducted. We 
do however request that every effort be made to avoid Critical Biodiversity Areas 
containing intact vegetation and that a highly detailed ecological study is conducted to 
determine the localities of Species of Conservation Concern so that these can be 
avoided. Substation footprints should be able to be located on previously disturbed 
land. It would also be beneficial if this application considers other powerline 
applications linked to Independent Power Producers (IPPs) in the area and investigate 
the possibility of sharing power lines instead of creating many different servitudes. 
 

CapeNature reserves the right to revise initial comments and request further information 
based on any additional information that may be received. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Alana Duffell-Canham 
For:  Manager (Scientific Services) 




